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and heretic. It was a heavy crime-sheet for a mere
girl, and there was no knowing into what a monster she
might grow up. So the Bishop of Beauvais could not
well hesitate in pronouncing the final sentence whereby,
to avoid further infection to its members, this rotten
limb, Joan, was cast out from the unity of the Church,
torn from its body, and delivered to the secular power,
with a request for moderation in the execution of the
sentence. Accordingly she was burnt alive, and the
Voices and Visions to which she had trusted did not
save her from the agony of flames,

At first sight the contrast between these two scenes,
enacted by the authority of the same Church, may
appear a little bewildering. It might tempt us to
criticise the consistency of ecclesiastic judgment, did
we not know that in theology, as in metaphysics,
extreme contradictions are capable of ultimate re-
conciliation. The Church's attitude was, in fact,
definitely fixed in January 1909 by the Papal pro-
clamation declaring that the girl's virtues were heroic
and her miracles authentic. One can only regret that
the discovery was not made sooner, in time to save
her from the fire, when her clerical judges came to the
very opposite conclusion. Yet we must not hastily
condemn them for an error whick, even apart from
theological guidance, most of us laymen would probably
have committed.

Let us for a moment imagine Joan herself appearing
in the England of to-day on much the same mission.
It is not difficult to picture the contempt, the derision,
the ribaldry, with which she would be greeted. In
nearly every point her reception would be the same as
it was, except that fewer people would believe in her
inspiration. We have only to read her trial, or even